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			ABOUT FIRST
		

				

				
				
							FIRST® inspires young people to be science and technology leaders and innovators by engaging them in exciting mentor-based programs that build science, engineering, and technology skills, that inspire innovation, and that foster well-rounded life capabilities including self-confidence, communication, and leadership.
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			FIRST CHESAPEAKE DISTRICT
		

				

				
				
							FIRST Chesapeake 20+ year-old independent 501(c)(3) organization located in Richmond, Virginia. Working in collaboration with the international organization, FIRST Inspires, FIRST Chesapeake is the official FIRST Partner Organization for FIRST Robotics Competition and FIRST Tech Challenge across the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia.
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			THE FIRST IMPACT
		

				

				
				
							As we work as a community to prepare young people for a STEM future, FIRST aims to ensure its programs are having a lasting, positive impact on all participants.
						

				

					

				

		
		
				
				
			75%
		

				

				
				
							FIRST Alumni are in a STEM field as a student or professional.
						

				

				

		
				
				
			2x
		

				

				
				
							More likely to show gains in their interest of STEM.
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			MILLION
		

				

				
				
							In available scholarships.
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							Teamwork skills increase.
						

				

				

				

		
					
				
			
	
		

				
			
	
		

		
		
				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
			Inspiring young people to be science and technology leaders
		

				

				
				
							We engage young people in exciting mentor-based programs that build science, engineering and technology skills, that inspire innovation, and that foster well-rounded life capabilities including self-confidence, communication, and leadership.
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							GRACIOUS PROFESSIONALISM®
We instill this value at every opportunity. We expect, require, and reward on-field and off-field conduct that models the best values of professional respect and courtesy.
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							INDIRECT LEARNING
Our mission is to inspire, not to formally educate, but participation in one of our events involves the application of remarkable range of creative and analytical skills, as well as the development of valuable social intelligence skills. 
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							COOPERTITION®
Our Programs are designed so that to succeed teams must be able to cooperate with other teams as well as compete with other teams. This is an important real world skill. 
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							RESPECT FOR DIVERSITY, INCLUSION, AND VOLUNTEERISM
Participating students reflect and embrace the diversity of modern society. Our program is volunteer led and volunteer delivered.
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GRADES 2 TO 8					

				
									
						FIRST LEGO League participants gain real-world problem-solving experiences through a guided, global robotics program, helping today’s students and teachers build a better future together. Students engage in hands-on STEM experiences, building confidence, growing their knowledge and developing habits of learning.					
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GRADES 7 TO 12					

				
									
						FIRST Tech Challenge students learn to think like engineers. Teams design, build, and code robots to compete in an alliance format against other teams. Robots are built from a reusable platform, powered by Android technology, and can be coded using a variety of levels of Java-based programming.					
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GRADES 9 TO 12					

				
									
						
FIRST® Robotics Competition teams design, program, and build a robot starting with a standard kit of parts and common set of rules to play in a themed head-to-head challenge. Teams also build a brand, develop community partnerships for support, and work to promote STEM in their local community.					
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				Google Announces Robotics and AI Education Grant in Virginia			
		

				
			Google Announces Robotics and AI Education Grant in Virginia U.S. Representative Gerry Connolly joined local leaders at Herndon Middle School to announce a $520,000 robotics and
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			December 12, 2023		
				

					

		
				
			
				[image: ]

				FRC

				
				
			
				October Town Hall Q&A			
		

				
			We tried to answer as many questions we could live. If you would like to hear those, we encourage you to check out the recording on our YouTube page. For the questions we couldn’t get to as well as for those who wrote in advance questions please find answers below. 
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			October 27, 2023		
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				District Events

				
				
			
				FIRST Chesapeake Travel Incentive Grant			
		

				
			FIRST Chesapeake Travel Incentive Grant FIRST Chesapeake is committed to fostering inclusive robotics communities that promote access to STEM education and robotics competitions for students from
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			October 18, 2023		
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				Uncategorized

				
				
			
				Welcoming Our New Team Members: Isaiah Marriner and Anne Shade			
		

				
			Welcoming Our New Team Members: Isaiah Marriner and Anne Shade Here at FIRST Chesapeake, we are constantly striving to expand our team with individuals who share
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			October 11, 2023		
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				CENTERSTAGE presented by RTX Season Team Webinars			
		

				
			CENTERSTAGE presented by RTX Season Team Webinars https://youtu.be/6e-5Uo1dRic FIRST® Tech Challenge has choreographed an exciting lineup of webinars specifically designed to help coaches and teams in
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			September 26, 2023		
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				District Events

				
				
			
				FRC Event Preferencing Begins Thursday, September 22			
		

				
			🎶Hit the Right Note Before September 28 Event Preferencing Begins Today First Event Registration – Round 1 Preference begins at Noon – All rookie and veteran teams
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			September 22, 2023		
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			OUR SPONSORS
		

				

				

		
				
				
							FIRST Chesapeake exists thanks to the dedication, commitment and financial support of our sponsors. Through their generous donations, FIRST Chesapeake is able to immerse our youth in an environment where science and technology are as celebrated as sports.
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